Eastman

and which gave substantial reputation to the
Naval Observatory. From 1872 to 1882 East-
man edited the publications of the Observatory,
but the greater part oC his life-work in astronomy
is represented by a single volume, called the
Second Washington Catalogue of Stars, pub-
lished in 1898. It is a peculiarity of this type of
research that observations with a meridian circle,
continued for many years, furnish material for
very laborious and time-consuming computation
but for only a thin volume of results. The few
figures printed in each line of the catalogue rep-
resent many hours of work the value of which to
astronomers and laymen is permanent and cumu-
lative.

In 1869 Eastman went to Iowa to observe a
total eclipse of the sun. A year later he went on
u similar expedition to Sicily, and again, in 1878,
to Colorado. The observations were made visu-
ally, and each observer recorded or sketched his
impressions as best he could. In 1882 the gov-
ernment sent out eight expeditions to different
parts of the world to observe the transit of Venus,
an event which gave promise of yielding an ac-
curatc value for the distance of the sun. East-
man, in charge oC one of the parties, was sent to
Florida. lie also took part in the determination
oC the longitudes of certain places in the United
Slates. At various times Eastman was president
of the Philosophical Society of Washington,
president of the Washington Academy of Sci-
ences, general secretary and vice-president of the
American Association for the Advancement of
Science. In addition to his scientific studies he
published a History of the Town of Andover,
N. fL, 1851-1906 (1910), containing genealogical
as well as historical data. He was married, on
Dec. 25,1866, to Mary J. Ambrose, of Boscawen,
N.H.

[R. H. Tucker, "John Robie Eastman," in the Pubs,
of the. Astronomwal Soc. of the Pacific, Feb. 1914, PP-
41-43; an obituary in the Jour, of the British Astro-
nomical Assott Nov. 1913; Who's Who in America,
1012-13 ; Eastman's history of Andover.] R.S.D.

EASTMAN, TIMOTHY CORSER (May 30,
i82i-0ct. II, 1893), cattle merchant, meat
packer, was born in Croydon, N. H., the son of
Joseph Kastman, a carpenter, and his wife Lucy
Powers. He had to begin work at an early age
and therefore had little formal instruction. His
mother, however, taught a family fireside school
in the long winter evenings so that he received
an average elementary school education. His
father taught him the carpenter's trade at which
he worked until he had enough money to carry
him through the high school at Meriden, N. H.
He then taught school for a time and at the age
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of twenty-one was able to buy a farm. Imbued
with the western fever, he went to Wisconsin for
a time, but returned, and in 1849 moved to Ohio.
He settled near Cleveland, where he began op-
erating a dairy farm. He was very successful,
and in buying and selling cattle for his milk
business he laid the foundation for the work
which occupied the last forty years of his life.
He developed a marvelous gift for judging cattle,
and it was not long until he began bringing live
stock from Ohio and Kentucky to the East, mak-
ing his headquarters at Albany, N. Y. In 1859
his business had grown to such proportions that
it was necessary to move to New York City. It
was at this time that he made the acquaintance
of Commodore Vanderbilt and was put in. charge
of all the cattle business handled by the New
York Central Railroad. Soon after settling in
New York he began shipping cattle and other
live stock out of the country and revolutionized
the methods of supplying England and Scotland,
in particular, with American beef. He not only
shipped thousands of live cattle but was the pio-
neer in the shipping of dressed meat in quantity
as a commercial article in the refrigeration cham-
bers of steamships. His first shipment of this
nature was made on Oct. i, 1873. Some of that
beef was sent to Queen Victoria at Windsor
Castle for which transaction Eastman's Ltd., his
English agency, received the Royal Seal. For
some time he was the only one shipping dressed
meat in this manner, his weekly exports in 1877
averaging four thousand quarters of beef in ad-
dition to one thousand live cattle. In 1889 he
promoted retail meat stores in all parts of the
United Kingdom and in the same year incor-
porated The Eastman's Company to carry on his
business in the United States and abroad He
served as the president of this concern until his
death. He was also a director in the West Side
Bank of New York and a member of the New
York Produce Exchange. He married Lucy
Putnam in. 1845 by whom he had one son and one
daughter. He died in Tarrytown, N. Y., after a
brief illness.

Eastman was a man who started with nothing
but who, through native ability in the judging
and handling of live stock and through the pos-
session of courage to undertake new things, rose
to the leadership of the business in which he was
engaged. When he died he was reputed to be one
of the wealthiest men in New Hampshire.
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